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9

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

[esféra]
[kasa]
[asustar]
[péska]
[rasos]
[16sas]
[suého]
[asveto]
[izla]
[ezBélto]
[dézoe]
[sésos]
[eleksjon]
[piso]
[kasi]
[késo]
[desjérto]
[sjéto]
[mizmo]
[aznos]
[razyo]

‘sphere’
‘houses’
‘frighten’
‘s/he fishes’
‘Russians’
‘tiles’
‘dream’
‘vacation’
‘island’
‘slender’
‘since’
‘brains’
‘election’
‘apartment’
‘almost’
‘cheese’
‘desert’
‘certain’
‘same’
‘asses’
‘feature’

1. Tabulate the environments

[s]

Phonemic Analysis Example

e £ (1 o_a (6) a_ i
a a (2 a # (6) e o
a u (3) # v (7) e j
u t (3 a_u (8 #
e k 4 # e (12)

u o (5 k j (13)

o # (512) i o (14)

i1

e_p (10)

e o (11

1 m (19)

a n (20)

21

(15)
(16)
(17)
(18)



2. Look for patterns

[s] V_C (1,34 [z]  V_ Cyoiced (except glides) (9,10,11,19,20,21)
V.V (2,3,56,14,15,16)
V_# (5,6,12)
4 vV (12)
_Glide (7,8,13,18)

3. Formulate competing hypotheses

Hypothesis A: /s/ — [z]/ __ Cyoiced (except glides)

Hypothesis B: 1z — 8]/ {  Cyoiceless» VYV, _#, Glide}
Hypothesis A is simpler, hence preferred
4. Look at syllable structure

The ‘except glides’ part of hypothesis A is inelegant. We see, however, that when [s] is followed
by a glide, the glide and [s] are part of the same syllable:

[sué . no]

[a.sv€ . to]

[e . lek . sjon]

[sjér . to]

On the other hand, we find that [z] is always at the end of a syllable:
[iz . 1a]

[ez . Bél . to]

[déz . de]

Thus, hypothesis A can be reformulated:

Hypothesis A”: /sl —[z]/ . Cyoiced

5. Conclusion

The phoneme is /s/, with two allophones: [s] and [z]; their distribution is governed by the rule in
hypothesis A".



