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Comparative Method - First Examples 
 
 

 
1. Easy Polynesian 
 

Maori  Hawaiian  Samonan  Fijian 
 

a. pou  pou   pou   bou  ‘post’ 
b. tapu  kapu   tapu   tabu  ‘forbidden’ 
c. taŋi   kani   taŋi    taŋi   ‘cry’ 
d. takere  kaʔele   taʔele   takele  ‘keel’ 
e. hono  hono   fono   vono  ‘stay’ 
f. marama malama  malama  malama ‘light, moon’  
g. kaho  ʔaho   ʔaso   kaso  ‘thatch’ 

 
2. Paviotso and Monachi (Palm Springs, California)  

 
Paviotso Monachi 

 
a. mupi  mupi  ‘nose’ 
b. tama  tawa  ‘tooth’ 
c. noto  noto  ‘throat’ 
d. piwy  piwy  ‘heart’ 
e. soŋo  sono  ‘lungs’ 
f. sawahpono sawahpono ‘woman's name’ 
g. nymy  nywy  ‘liver’ 
h. tapa  tape  ‘sun’ 
i. ʔatapy  ʔatapy  ‘jaw’ 
j. tamano  tawano  ‘springtime’ 
k. papiʔi  papiʔi  ‘older brother’ 
l. pati  peti  ‘daughter’ 
m. pahwa  pahwa  ‘aunt’ 
n. kuma  kuwa  ‘husband’ 
o. nana  nana  ‘man’ 
p. myhy  myhy  ‘porcupine’ 
q. ʔaty  ʔety  ‘bow’ 
r. wowaza wowaza ‘Indian’ 
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3. Wirandjuri and Gamilaraay (New South Wales, Australia) 
 

Wirandjuri   Gamilaraay    
 

a. dalañ    dalaj    ‘tongue’ 
b. guwañ    guwaj    ‘blood’ 
c. julañ    julaj    ‘skin’ 
d. muŋañ    muŋaj    ‘cockatoo’ 
e. duliñ    duli    ‘goanna’ 
f. diñ    di:    ‘meat’ 
g. wiñ    wi:    ‘fire’ 
h. giñ    gi:    ‘heart’ 
i. dinaŋ    dina    ‘foot’ 
j. ganaŋ    gana    ‘liver’ 
k. guwaŋ    guwa    ‘fog’ 
l. miñaŋ    miña    ‘what’ 
m. ŋamuŋ    ŋamu    ‘breast’ 
n. jiliŋ    jili    ‘lip’ 
o ŋuruŋ    ŋuru    ‘night’ 
p. jiŋaŋ    jiŋa    ‘tooth’ 
q. galiŋ    gali    ‘water’ 
r. guja    guja    ‘fish’ 
s. duraŋ    dura    ‘bark’ 

 
4. Irish 
 

Southern Northern 
 

a. knok  krok  ‘hill’ 
b. ri:  ri  ‘king’ 
c. gna:  gra  ‘usual’ 
d. tnu:  tru  ‘desire’ 
e. ku:ig  xuiγ  ‘went’ 
f. bnatəәk  bratex  ‘cloak’ 
g. mna:  mra  ‘women’ 
h. kros  kros  ‘cross’ 
i. ba:n  ban  ‘white’ 
j. bəәg  bəәg  ‘soft’ 
k. pɔz  pɔz  ‘red herring’ 
l. noləәg  noləәg  ‘Christmas’ 
m. plu:g  pluγ  ‘smother’ 
n. knotəәk  krotəәx  ‘curfew’ 
o. mu:g  muγ  ‘outside’   
p. prat  prat  ‘potato’ 
q. gra:  gra  ‘?’ 


