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How  to Analyze a Case:
6-part analysis

Frigalim entv International S ales

T he 6 interrogative w ords
W ho ?
W here ?
W hen ?
W hat ?
How  ?
W hy ?

T he 6 interrogative w ords
• W ho – are the P laintiff and the Defendant?
• W here – did the incident take place?
• W hen – did the incident occur?
• W hat – happened?
• How  – w as the case resolved (i.e. w ho w on)?
• W hy – w as the case decided the w ay it w as (i.e. 

the legal reason or issue)?

W ho ?
P laintiff – Buyer of chickens
Defendant – S eller of chickens

W here ?
S w itzerland and N ew  York

W hen ?
1960

W hat ?
Buyer ordered frozen chickens.
S eller sent stew ing hens.
Buyer says ‘chicken’ m eans younger fow l.
S eller says ‘chicken’ m eans any m em ber of the 

species, including ‘stew ing fow l’.
Buyer sues for breach of contract.

How  ?
Defendant seller prevails.

W hy ?

P arol (extrinsic) evidence w as inconclusive.’

P laintiff had the ‘burden of proof’ for 
establishing its interpretation.


